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NA VA
News

Claude Petit C.M. S.O.M. C.D.
President of the National

Aboriginal Veterans Association

President’s Report
WE REMEMBER

Aboriginal people in
Canada have along
and proud history of
serving the Canadian
Armed Forces in
time of war. In
peacetime they have
given unselfish
service in the name
of freedom. The
Department of
Indian and Northern
affairs wishes to
recognize these
contributions by

supporting the National Aboriginal Veterans
Association in the striking of a commemorative
medal and the hosting of a ceremony for aboriginal
veterans from across the country. This medal will
honor those who risked their lives and sacrificed  so
much in the fight for freedom and democracy.

Canada’s armed forces have been very well served
by aboriginal members. Thousands of aboriginal
people enlisted in the Canadian army during the First
World War.  Many died in action and many were
decorated for bravery.  Aboriginal people responded
to Canada’s call to fight in the Second World War
also. They fought bravely in major battles including
Dieppe, D-Day, the Italian Campaign, and the
liberation of Holland.

Aboriginal people also volunteered for the Korean
conflict as well and many continue to serve today
as peace keepers around the world whenever Canada
is called upon to preserve peace.

The Department of Indian and Northern Affairs is
proud to support NAVA in this commemorative
medal project.  In this endeavor NAVA’s first task is

to identify and contact aboriginal veterans who
served in the Canadian military, either in theatres of
war or our peacekeeping missions abroad.  If  you
are an aboriginal veteran, or if you know of someone
in your family or community who is a veteran please
contact NAVA c/o Claude Petit, 32 Moore Place,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7L 3Z8. Or call (306)
384-0565.  NAVA is hoping to ensure that men and
women of good faith throughout Canada can be
rewarded for their personal struggles for freedom
and democracy. The memory of all Canada’s
veterans must live on through our future generations.
Their courage must not be forgotten.

Sincerely,

Claude Petit C.M. S.O.M. C.D.
President National Aboriginal Veterans Association
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As Prime Minister Stephen Harper laid a wreath
Wednesday for aboriginal war veterans, those
pushing for compensation vented growing
frustration. Veterans’ spokesman Cliff Chadderton
says the Tory promise to make up for 60 years of
neglect has been put off until at least the fall.

This, despite a campaign platform vowing the
Conservatives would “take action immediately to
give real compensation to these veterans in a way
that truly respects their service and sacrifice.”

Chadderton, still fighting but frail at 87, says he
hasn’t even made it in front of the Commons all-
party committee dealing with the issue. He was all
set to go June 7 for a 3 p.m. appearance which was
called off at 1 p.m., he said. The chairman of the
National Council of Veteran Associations in Canada
had been bumped by a scheduling log­jam.

Chadderton won’t get another chance to plead the
case for thousands of native veterans and their
survivors until after Parliament resumes in
September.

He joined the line of politicians and veterans
Wednesday who laid memorial wreaths on National
Aboriginal Day.

ABORIGINAL  VETS WANT ACTION  ON

COMPENSATION

Prime Minister Harper chats with National
Aboriginal Veterans Association President Claude
Petit during an Aboriginal Veterans memorial
ceremony in Ottawa

In memory of one of the founding
members of NAVA

ART ERGROS

who passed away early this month

Vic Letendre being interviewed in Normandy,
France during Spiritual Pilgrimage - 2005

In memory of
VIC LETENDRE

who passed away in July of 2006



3

“We’re beginning to wonder whether the
Conservative party really understood what’s going
on,” Chadderton said in an interview. “And whether
they were willing to give it the priority required.”

More than 3,000 aboriginal troops served in the
Second World War, and several hundred more in
Korea. Many were denied the same compensation,
re­training and housing services provided to others
who returned from duty. They were denied because
they lacked education, lived off-reserve or were
outright targets of racism.

Veterans Affairs Minister Greg Thompson says his
government is in regular touch with native groups
on the issue. “In the first four months in office we’ve
shown a desire for that dialogue and working
together. Hopefully at the end tithe day these issues
will be resolved.”

Thompson offered no time frame fora deal but
acknowledged that time is ticking for many
survivors. “That’s always a concern with all the
veterans, whether native or non-native, because
we’re losing 25,000 a year because of old age.”

Chadderton’s group says aboriginal veterans who
were declined support decades ago should get
$24,000 each — compensation on par with that paid
to other shunned groups, such as the merchant
mariners.

The Canadian Press

On June 21st, on the occasion of National Aboriginal
Day, I (Cliff Chadderton) was honoured to lay a
wreath on behalf  of NCVA at the National
Monument to the Aboriginal Veterans located in
Ottawa.

This solemn event is a reminder that more than 7,000
Indians served in the First and Second World Wars
and the Korean War, and an unknown number of
Inuit, Mêtis and non-status Indians also participated.
It is estimated that up to 12,000 natives served in
the three wars. On each occasion, Aboriginal
members of the armed forces soldiers overcame
cultural challenges and made impressive sacrifices
and contributions to help the nation in its efforts to
restore world peace. It was an incredible response -
consistent with a remarkable tradition.

More photos on page 8

NATIONAL  ABORIGINAL  DAY

The National Aboriginal Veterans Association
recognizes June 21st as our National Aboriginal
Day and we also recognize November 11th as
our Veterans Day {which we celebrate with
other Veterans}.

Steering Committee of NAVA
Gathering in Vancouver, BC

Summer, 2004
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STAGG, John Ewart (Jack) Deputy Minister, Veterans Affairs Canada
1947 - 2006 With grace and dignity, at home, his family by his side, on
Wednesday, August 9, 2006. Loving husband of Bonnie Laurie and
devoted father to Amary and Wallis, Jack will also be missed by his
mother, Lila Stagg, brother Robert (Barbara), and many family members
and friends. He Is predeceased by his father Garnet (Bill) Stagg, and his
brother Douglas (Holly). Jack achieved an enviable balance of work and
homelife, achieving much in his 32-year Public Service career while devoting
time to his community, his family and his many hobbies, which included cooking,
gardening, fishing and roller­blading. The son of two Veterans, Jack was born
and raised in Galt (Cambridge) Ontario. After graduating with a BA and a
Masters in History from McMaster University (Hamilton), Jack spent two
years with Prentice-Hall. In 1974, he began his public service career. At the
Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, Jack was a skilled negotiator,
helping settle many Northern land claims, and negotiating the Political Accord
which framed the creation of the new Territory of Nunavut. During this time,

Jack and his wife Bonnie spent a year in England, where he earned his PhD in Modern History from Cambridge
University, while Bonnie pursued her teaching career. In 1999, he was appointed Associate Deputy Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans. In 2003, after a two-year term as the Deputy Minister of Indian Residential Schools Resolution
Canada, Jack was appointed Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs, where he championed the Year of The Veteran
project as well as the New Veterans Charter Legislation. A genuine mentor, Jack will be remembered by his many
current and former colleagues as a caring, compassionate and disciplined leader. Jack played as hard as he worked.
He loved all sports and enjoyed nothing more than rising early to roller-blade before shopping and preparing a fine
meal for family and friends. Strangers also benefited from his culinary skills, as he was a regular volunteer at the
Knox Presbyterian Out Of The Cold program. Though Jack was not a veteran of any war, he was a veteran of life.
He enjoyed much, he endured much, and his spirit will live on with those whose lives he touched. Special thanks to
Dr. John Seely of the Ottawa Hospital (General Campus), as well as all of the staff of the 5th Floor, the doctors and
nurses of the Ottawa Cancer Centre, VON and At Home Hospice. Donations in Jack’s memory to the Knox
Presbyterian Church Out of the Cold Program, 120 Lisgar Street (at Elgin), Ottawa, Ontario, K2P 0C2, would be
appreciated. A private family funeral will be followed by a Memorial Service to be held In September.

John Stagg, Deputy Minister, Veterans Af fairs Canda
passed away on August 9th, 2006 - Canadian Veterans have lost a good friend

John Stagg with NAVA President Claude Petit
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Sam Sinclair was the first president of our
organization back in 1994.  Sam was also the
president of the Alberta Metis Association.  He did
a lot of volunteer work for veteran, aboriginal youth
and seniors.

Sam served with the Calgary Highlanders in the
Second World War.  He will be dearly missed by
our membership for his sense of humor and his
willingness to contribute to Aboriginal Veterans.

The late Sam Sinclair

Jack Meeks
12 Doran Rd.

Petawawa, ON K8A 1P5
Canada

Pins are $10.00 Cdn. All taxes included.
Or for further information call collect to:

(613)-687-5335
Note: All pins are about the size of a Canadian

nickel

These pins can be ordered from:

A new pin is available for Afghanistan veterans

Pins are also available for Korea, WWII
and Peace Keeper vets

Graduation of the Raven Program
Victoria, BC - 2005

The pardon debate
From The Globe & Mail August 22, 2006

Re Britain Set To Pardon WWI Troops (Aug. 16); and
letters (Aug. 17 and 19): Our media seem somewhat
divided over whether it would be correct for Britain to
pass an omnibus parliamentary bill creating a belated
pardon for more than 300 soldiers (23 of them Canadian)
shot for desertion or cowardice during the First World
War. War historians are more certain that it would be
what Desmond Morton of McGill University called
“self-indulgent rubbish” and what Jack Granatstein has
called “turning fact into fiction.”

When the story broke, the media were after me for a
comment — like terriers after a bone! Fresh in my mind
were the stories from my father, a decorated First World
War veteran, who survived the trench warfare. He never
forgave the very small percentage of soldiers who took
the easy route. Incidentally, most of them had bad service
records, having committed other crimes before they
deserted.

A quote I gave to The Globe and Mail stated: “Deserters
were bad role models for other troops. How can you
expect other troops to go on sacrificing their lives if
they knew they could get out of it and then get a pardon?”

I had studied the matter for many years. When contacted
by the media, I had no alternative but to speak for the
soldiers killed in action and for the British High
Command, which saw execution of deserters as the only
way to maintain discipline.

The War Amps, and most of the executive officers from
the 55 organizations belonging to our National Council
of Veteran Associations, were polled. They came down
hard in their judgment against the contemplated action
of the British government to meddle in Canadian politics.

CLIFF CHADDERTON, chairman, National Council of
Veteran Asso­ciations, Ottawa
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Furious veterans are
renewing their demands
that the National War
Memorial be guarded to
protect it against
“disgusting” assaults
after young men were
caught urinating on it
during Canada Day
festivities.

A retired major snapped
digital pictures of
several people relieving
themselves on the
monument around 11
p.m. on Saturday, as
thousands poured into
the streets following the
fireworks.

Most cheered and laughed when they were
photographed using the memorial as a toilet on the
nation’s birthday.

“I think it’ s a national disgrace,” said Dr. Michael
Pilon, 63, a retired major with the Royal Canadian
Dental Corps.

“It’ s absolutely disgusting — absolutely disgusting,”
said Bob Butt, the director of communications for
the Royal Canadian Legion.

“The tomb is a sacred place, the area surrounding it
is consecrated as a graveyard. It’s the same as if you
went in and urinated on someone’s grave.”

The offending photos will serve as ammunition to
renew the Legion’s fight to protect the monument,
he vowed.

Since the Unknown Soldier’s remains were
repatriated from France in 2000, the Legion has
repeatedly asked the RCMP and city police to post
guards at the memorial, at least in the summer when
there is more activity on the streets, Mr. Butt said.

They were told there is not enough manpower to do
so. Police patrolling the general area are supposed
to keep an eye on the monument, but the perpetrators

are usually long gone by the time police arrive to
deal with any problems.

Dr. Pilon has also contacted several politicians and
government agencies to ask that the National War
Memorial be protected, to no avail.

Last year on Canada Day, he observed many people
sitting and drinking on the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, but when he reminded them about the young
soldier’s grave, most were apologetic.

He noticed things becoming rowdier late at night,
with several people pouring drinks on the tomb in a
misguided, intoxicated tribute to the man lying
below.

In early June, Dr. Pilon sent e-mails to the offices of
Premier Dalton McGuinty, Mayor Bob Chiarelli, the
National Capital Commission and others, identifying
himself as a veteran and requesting someone guard
the memorial this year.

He got no response.

Although he was “very offended” by those he caught
urinating on the monument, he is more angry about
the lack of action from politicians.

“You’re not going to be able to control how many
drunks there are out there, but keep them away from
the area and have a (security) presence,” Dr. Pilon
said, suggesting the memorial should be cordoned
off with a small fence and a plaque to explain the
significance of the site.

Les Peate, 77, a Korean War veteran and the national
president of the Korea Veterans Association, said
ignorant behaviour is an unfortunate exception to
the “pretty overwhelming” respect younger
generations typically show for veterans.

“I feel very sorry that there are just a few of these
idiots, a very small minority, doing this,” he said.

Mr. Peate was part of the committee responsible for
bringing home the remains of the Unknown Soldier.
Although there was some concern at the time about
placing the tomb in such an exposed downtown
location, he has not heard of any problems with it
until now.

“It’ s really saying something for our society if there’s
a need to put police there around the clock,” he said.

National Disgrace
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The photos of the young men urinating were
captured the same day Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean attended a
wreath-laying ceremony — the first held at the War
Memorial on Canada Day — marking the 90th
anniversary of the battles of the Somme and
Beaumont-Hamel.

Mr. Harper described the ceremony as “very, very
moving,” and paid special tribute to the Canadian
troops currently serving in Afghanistan.

“We want a special remembrance for them today
because, obviously, they’re probably doing more to
make Canada proud these days than any group of
Canadians,” he said.

Sgt. Monique Beauchamp, a spokeswoman for the
RCMP, said the force works in partnership with
Ottawa police and the various government agencies
who organize Canada Day to patrol the festivities,
but there are no specific measures to protect the war
memorial.

“I wish we could be everywhere and take care of
every single incident, but the important part is to
make sure people have a safe place to enjoy the
fireworks and then be on their way home safely,”
she said.

Attempts to reach the politicians and agencies
contacted by Dr. Pilon were not successful last night.

Sound Off: Tell us what you think about this story.

Go to www.ottawacitizen.com and post your
comments or send an e-mail to:

citizenfeedback@canada.com
© The Ottawa Citizen 2006

“The apology was definitely
heartfelt. I know that it was
real, and I know it was
heartfelt and I know the
young person was definitely
sorry.”

He added that the apology
was accepted.

“The actual act is
inexcusable, but that
doesn’t mean that if
someone wants to come
and make amends that we
would turn that down. We’re not ogres, we’re not
vigilantes,” Butt said.

Another teen photographed doing the same thing has
passed on an apology through the Ottawa police.

The two young men won’t face charges because they
have agreed to make apologies and do community
service.

Meanwhile, 23-year-old Stephen Fernandes of
Montreal has been charged with mischief on Friday
after he was photographed allegedly urinating on
the National War Monument during Canada Day
celebrations.

Teen offers ‘heartfelt’
apology for urinating on
National War Memorial

Last Updated: Friday, July 7, 2006 | 8:24 PM ET

CBC News

One of the teenagers who urinated on the National
War Memorial on Canada Day showed up Friday at
the head office of the Royal Canadian Legion in
Ottawa and tearfully apologized for his actions.

“The young man apologized to the legion, the
veterans of Canada and the citizens of Canada,” Bob
Butt of the Royal Canadian Legion’s headquarters
told the Canadian Press.

Stephen Fernandes
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If found guilty, Fernandes could face a maximum penalty
of two years less a day in jail.

Police say the suspect called investigators to turn himself
in after they published photographs of him on their
website. He has been released with a first court
appearance scheduled for Aug. 1.

Michael Pilon, a retired Canadian Forces officer,
photographed three people urinating on the
monument.

Images prompt outrage

The Canada Day images, which were published by
various media outlets, prompted outrage across the
country.

The incident has renewed calls by veterans groups
for better security at the memorial near Parliament
Hill. It honours the country’s war dead and holds
the remains of the Unknown Soldier, returned to
Canada from France in 2000.

Meanwhile, a veteran in Ottawa who ran a series of
local newspaper ads asking for volunteers to watch
over the National War Memorial says he has received
a disappointing response.

Dave MacNaughton asked people to contact him if
they were interested in helping to protect the
monument.

He says he has received about half a dozen messages
since placing the ad on Wednesday. All but one
forgot to leave a number where they could be
reached.

With files from the Canadian Press

NATIONAL  ABORIGINAL  DAY
OTTAWA - 21st June, 2006

Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Claude Petit

Memorial Service at the National Aboriginal
War Monument
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MEMBERS OF THE SENATE OF CANADA MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

RE: COMPENSATION: ABORIGINAL VETERANS

The National Council of Veteran Associations, of which the National Aboriginal Veterans Association of
Canada is a constituent member, has been petitioning the Government for some 15 years.

The complaint is to the effect that Aboriginal veterans were unable to qualify for benefits under the Veterans
Charter of 1945.

The details are set out in an advisory prepared by The War Amputations of Canada, copy of which is
attached.

The claim is based on evidence that all classes of Aboriginal veterans were denied full access to benefits
under the Veterans Charter.

The proposal suggests that, in addition to any recommendations for compensation for which various classes
of Aboriginal veterans might qualify, the claim, now being pursued by the National Aboriginal Veterans
Association (NAVA) and under the arrangement concluded between NAVA and NCVA, would result in an
ex-gratia payment for all classes of Aboriginal veterans as follows:

• An amount equal to $7,500 a year (or part thereof) for those who served in Canada only; and

• An award of $15,000 a year (or part thereof) for those with service in a theatre of actual war in World
War II or Korea.

Attached hereto is copy of an article by Ms Sue Bailey of The Canadian Press, written on the occasion of a
ceremony at the Aboriginal Veterans Monument in Ottawa on June 21, 2006. This article appeared in 30
newspapers.

The situation, as I see it, is that the public would be prepared to accept the proposal as outlined above, if put
forward by Parliament.

Attached hereto is copy of a submission. It is expected that this matter would be heard when Parliament
reconvenes this fall. Hopefully, we could arrange a settlement prior to that time.

Kind regards,

H. Clifford Chadderton, CC, O.Ont., OStJ, CLJ, CAE, DCL, LLD
Chairman

In June I met with a representative from Prime
Minister Harper’s office regarding the status of the
Aboriginal Veterans claim for compensation. I was
able to provide the representative with the
background on this issue as well as address
inequalities that have yet to be dealt with.

Following this meeting I forwarded an advisory to
Members of Parliament and the Senate proposing
that an ex-gratia payment be made to Aboriginal

veterans who were unable to qualify for benefits
under the Veterans Charter of 1945.

In a cover letter sent with the advisory, I stated that
my expectation is that the matter would be heard
when Parliament reconvenes this fall, however, I also
expressed hope that a settlement could be arranged
prior to that time. A copy of the letter is shown below
for your reference.

Cliff Chadderton

ABORIGINAL  VETERANS CLAIM
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THE VETERANS’ MEMORIAL

The Veterans’ Memorial, currently under
construction on the front lawn of the legislature at
Queen’s Park, will be a contemporary approach to
an illustration of the history of Canadian war and
peacekeeping images and events. This continuous
100-foot-long granite canvas, which will hold the
place of highest honour on the legislative lawn, will
commemorate the sacrifices of Canada’s veterans
and peacekeepers.

As the Premier of Ontario stated on August 17, 2005,
at the groundbreaking ceremony for the memorial:
“For millions of Ontarians, this monument will be
a reminder of the heroism, bravery and sacrifice of
our veterans and the protection of the freedoms we
have today.”

All parties and the Speaker of the House expressed
unanimous support for the construction of the
memorial on the northwest part of the grounds of
the legislature. It is the first time in 65 years that a
new monument will be built on the Queen’s Park
grounds.

The Veterans’ Memorial Advisory Committee
(VMAC), under the leadership of Major-General
Richard Rohmer and Minister of Government
Services Gerry Phillips, selected the design created
by Canadian artist Allan Harding MacKay and
landscape architectural firm Phillips Farevaag
Smallenberg. The advisory committee, comprised
of active military personnel and veterans who also
hold executive membership on various
organizations, held a nation-wide competition in
2005 to determine the artist and design firm to
construct the memorial. A final design was selected
in June 2005 by the VMAC,

The Veterans’ Memorial will be unveiled on Sunday,
September 17, 2006. The event will include:

¨ one of the largest military parades since the
Second World War. The parade of military and
civilian organizations from across Ontario will
assemble in the region of Fort York and HMCS
York. The parade will move off to University
Avenue at Front Street then north to Queen’s
Park. Veterans will join the parade at

University Avenue and College Street and take
the lead.

¨ at 2 p.m., the Lieutenant Governor, the
Honourable James K. Bartleman, will
commence taking the salute on the appropriate
platform in front of the Legislative Building.

¨ the official Unveiling Ceremony will
immediately follow the March Past. Speeches
and the unveiling will take place at the plaza
site of the Veterans’ Memorial. Numerous VIPs
will participate.

July 20, 2006

The Hon. Gregory Francis Thompson
Minister of Veterans Affairs
66 Slater Street, 16th Floor
Ottawa, ON KIA OP4

Dear Minister Thompson,

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Clifford Chadderton,
Chairman of the National Council of Veteran
Associations in Canada, regarding his on-going
petition to compensate Aboriginal veterans.

The Conservative Party pledged, during the last
election, to ‘take action immediately to give real
compensation to these veterans in a way that truly
respects their service and sacrifice.’

The chance for the government to take immediate
action has already passed. However, it is even more
disappointing that there are no timelines being set
or any reason for this continuing delay — a delay
that denies the chance for so many veterans to ever
realize this promised compensation.

There needs to be action on this pledge, not simply
dialogue.

Sincerely,

Gary Merasty, M.P.

The following is the text of a letter sent by Gary
Merasty, M.P. to the Minister of Veterans Affairs:



12

Harper Stands Up for Veterans
VICTORIA — Conservative leader Stephen Harper
today announced that a new Conservative
government will enact a Veterans’ Bill of Rights
enforced by an independent Veterans’ Ombudsman,
who will recognize the contribution of our
Aboriginal veterans, reform the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and treat our veterans with the
respect they deserve.

“All too often we hear stories of veterans who are
ignored or disrespected by government,” Mr. Harper
said. “What a shameful way to treat men and women
who risked their lives to defend Canada. This shame
will end with the election of a new government.”

The Veterans’ Bill of Rights will require that veterans
be treated with respect, and that

any disputes be handled quickly, fairly and with the
presumption in favour of the rights of the veteran.
In cooperation with the Royal Canadian Legion and
other veterans’ organizations, an independent
Veterans’ Ombudsman will be appointed to enforce
and uphold the bill.

We will fix the Veterans’ Review and Appeal Board
— which has been tainted by Liberal patronage —
by appointing qualified medical, military and veteran
members who are capable of adjudicating appeals
on an informed basis rather than on a political basis.

Other elements of the plan to stand up for our
veterans include the following:

• Recognizing the contributions of Aboriginal
veterans, and redressing 60 years of inequity by
implementing the April 6th, 2005, resolution of the
House of Commons to acknowledge the historic
inequality of treatment and compensation for First
Nations, Metis, and Inuit war veterans, and taking
action immediately to give real compensation to
these veterans in a way that truly respects their
service and sacrifice, and;

• Conducting a complete review of veterans’
health care services to ensure they meet the needs
of ow veterans.

A new Conservative government will also ensure
that our older veterans receive the support they need

and have the financial resources to live in comfort
during their retired years. The Conservative Party’s
‘Canada First’ defence policy will also be of
assistance.

“There is no better way to honour the legacy left by
our veterans than to give the men and women in
today’s army, navy, and air force the recognition and
support they deserve,” Mr. Harper said. “Our
veterans fought for us in two World Wars and in
global conflicts right up to the present day, and they
have stood up for freedom since the birth of our
nation. We owe them nothing less than a Veterans
Affairs department that responds to their needs and
a federal government that treats them with dignity
and respect.”

Over the past twelve months we have been observing
the Year of the Veteran. This past year we also
celebrated the 60th anniversaries of victory over the
forces of totalitarianism in Europe and the Far East.

Our veterans left their homes and families, and
risked their lives, to defend Canada, Canadian
values, and our way of life. These brave men and
women risked everything for Canada: surely it is
not too much to ask that the Canadian government
treat them with dignity and respect.

There is a Need for a Veterans’ Bill of Rights and
Veterans’ Ombudsman.

Past Secretary/Treasurer George Pambrum.
George is now ranching in Alberta - He says there is
big $ in mules.
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Annual Summary of Corporation - 2006
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CONSTITUTION
VISION:

1. To promote and advance the physical, social and spiritual well being of Aboriginal veterans of Canada;

2. To maintain a register of all Aboriginal veterans of Canada;

3. Formulating and advancing policy and positions on veterans benefits on behalf of all Aboriginal
veterans to the government of Canada;

4. Co-ordinating veterans’ benefit programs to all aboriginal veterans from the government of Canada
by identifying those programs and services needed and negotiating the benefits required;

5. Co-operating with the Department of Veterans’ Af fairs, the Royal Canadian Legion and any other
associations concerned with advancing the well being of all war veterans;

6. To advance the social and spiritual development of Aboriginal communities generally

MISSION:

By providing the leadership and guidance to allow all chapters/associations the opportunity to affiliate with
National Aboriginal Veterans Association in order to advance the vision of the association.

BY-LAW NO. 1

A by-law relating generally to the transaction of affairs of the National Aboriginal Veterans’ Association:

Be it enacted as a by-law of the National Aboriginal Veterans’ Association (Hereinafter called “the
Association”) as follows:

ARTICLE I - MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1

A. Membership in the Association shall be limited to those provincial and territorial Aboriginal veterans’
organizations whose vision is similar to and consistent with the visions of the Association and whose
membership is comprised of Aboriginal veterans who have served with the armed forces of Canada
or any of her allies.

B.  Associate membership with no voting privileges, may be extended, by resolution of the board of
directors to immediate family members husband, wife, son, daughter of Aboriginal veterans.

C. Associate membership with no voting privileges, may be extended, by resolution of the board of
directors to those who served in any component of the militia, reserves, Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, Royal Canadian Cadet Movement

D. Honorary membership may be extended to a person who deemed worthy but not qualifying under the
above by resolution of the board of directors

E. Only those membership cards issued from the National executive will,be authorized for use by
provincial chapters. No other cards will be recognized.

ARTICLE II - HEAD OFFICE

SECTION 1

The head office of the Association shall be in the City of Ottawa, in the province of Ontario, or at such
otherplace in Canada as the Board of Directors may from time to time, by resolution, determine.
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ARTICLE III - OFFICERS OF  ASSOCIATION

SECTION 1

The officers of the Association shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Sgt at Arms and any such other
officers as the Officers of the Association may by a by-law determine

SECTION 2

The officers of the Association shall administer the affairs of the Association in all matters and make or
cause to be made for the Association in its name any kind of contract which the Association may lawfully
enter into and, save as hereinafter provided, may exercise generally all the powers do all such things and
acts as the Association by its charter or otherwise is authorized to exercise and do.

SECTION 3

The officers of Association shall have the authority to make any expenditures on behalf of the Association
from time to time as they may deem necessary.

SECTION 4

The Officers of Association shall take such steps as they may deem requisite to enable the Association to
acquire, accept, solicit or receive legacies, gifts, grants, settlements, bequests, endowments and donations
of any kind whatsoever for the purpose of furthering the objects of the Association.

ARTICLE IV  - MEETINGS

SECTION 1

The annual general meeting shall be held at the head office of the Association or at any other place in
Canada as the Officers of Association may determine and on such day as the said Officers may appoint

SECTION 2

Executive meetings shall be held at the head office of the Association or at any other place in Canada as the
Officers of Association may determine and on such day as the said Officers may appoint

SECTION 3
ARTICLE V - AFFILIA TION

SECTION 1
A provincial chapter/association must submit a letter to the Officers of Association requesting affiliation
with the Association
SECTION 2
The letter will include their chapter/association executive, minutes of meeting, and register of members
SECTION 3
Provincial chapters/associations after affiliation may make notice to the Officers of association to hose
the Associations Annual General Meeting (AGM)
SECTION 4
Should more than one (1) chapter/association apply to hose the AGM, the Officers of Association will
decide by way of a motion at a duly recognized meeting on who is awarded the hosting of the AGM

ARTICLE VI - VOTING
SECTION 1
There will be only one (1) vote accorded per province at any meeting of the Association
SECTION 2
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Provincial chapters/association will submit to the Officers of Association prior to any meeting who
their voting representative is

SECTION 3
At any general or special meeting of the Association shall be determined by a majority of votes cast
with each provincial chapter/association in attendance being entitled to one (1) vote on each question

SECTION 4
All voting will be recorded. Voting will be by open ballot or confidential ballot, no proxy voting
allowed

SECTION 5
At any general or special meeting of the Association shall be determined by a majority of votes cast
with each provincial chapter/association in attendance being entitled to one (1) vote on each question

SECTION 4
All voting will be recorded. Voting will be by open ballot or confidential ballot, no proxy voting
allowed

Special meetings shall be held at the head office of the Association or at any other place in Canada as
the Officers of Association may determine and on such day as the said Officers may appoint

SECTION 5

At any general or special meeting of the members of the Association quoru m shall consist of a
majority of the members in attendance, registered and authorized to vote on behalf of their provincial
chapter/association

ARTICLE VII - DUTIES OF  OFFICER OF ASSOCIATION

SECTION 1

The President of the Association shall:

1. preside all meetings

2. supervise the general and active management of the affairs of the association;

 3. see that all resolutions of the Officers of the Association are carried into effect; and

A) All chapters/associations may recommend to the Officers of Association that a member’s membership
be revoked.

B) The chapters/association will after investigation inform, the member involved, by registered letter of its
intentions to revoke his/her membership.

C) The Officers of Association as the final authority will after its investigation may revoke the affected
members membership.

SECTION 2

A) To be reinstated in N.A.V.A. the member will submit in writing to his/her chapter/association request
reinstatement.

B) This letter with the chapters/associations recommendation will be sent to the Officers of Association
and at a duly registered meeting will upon a motion approve or deny the reinstatement.
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ARTICLE X - EXECUTION OF  DOCUMENTS

SECTION 1

A) Contracts, documents or any other instruments in writing requiring the signature of the Association
shall be signed by contracts, documents and instruments in writing so signed shall be binding upon the
Association without any further authorization or formality.

SECTION 2

A) The Officers of Association may, from time to time, by resolution appoint an officer or officers on behalf
of the Association to sign specific contracts, documents or instruments in writing and may give the
Association’s power of attorney to a registered dealer in securities for the purpose of the transferring of and
dealing with any stocks, bonds or other securities of the Association

SECTION 3

A) The seal of the Association may be affixed to any contracts, documents or instruments in writing where
required

ARTICLE XI - CORPORA TE SEAL

SECTION 1

A) The corporate seal, an impression of which is stamped on the final page of this by-law, shall be the seal
of the Association.

ARTICLE XII - FISCAL  YEAR

SECTION 1 a

A) The fiscal year of the Association shall run from April 1' until March 3st of the following year

ARTICLE X1 11- AUDIT ORS

SECTION 1

A) At each annual meeting the members shall appoint an auditor or auditors to audit the accounts of the
Association and to hold office until the next annual meeting, unless sooner replaced, and the remuneration
of the auditor or auditors shall be determined by the executive committee

ARTICLE XIV  - BOOKS AND RECORDS

SECTION 1

A) The Officers of Association shall see that all necessary books and records of the Association required
by the by-laws of the Association or by any applicable law or statue are regularly and properly kept

ARTICLE XV  - AMENDMENT  OF BY-LAWS

SECTION 1

A) The by-laws of the Association may be repealed or amended by a by-law by a majority of the
directors at a meeting and sanctioned by an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the members
of the Association at a meeting duly called for the purpose of considering the said by-law, provided that
the enactment, repeal or amendment of any by-law shall not be enforced or acted upon until the approval
has been obtained of the Minister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs.
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ARTICLE XVI - RULES AND REGULATIONS

SECTION 1

Rules and regulations relating to the management of the Association that are not inconsistent with the by-
law may be prescribed by the Officers of Association from time to time, provided that such rules and
regulations shall have force and effect only until the next annual meeting of the members when they must
be confirmed or, failing this, shall at that time cease to have any force and effect.

4. perform such other duties as the Officers of Association may from time to time determine

5. have custody of the corporate seal, or designate any Officer of Association as deemed necessary

SECTION 2

The vice-president of the Association shall:

1. in the absence of the President, assume the powers and authority of the President and act in his or her
stead; and

2. perform such other duties as the Officers of the Association may from time to time determine

3. have custody of all funds and securities of the Association

4. keep fall and accurate accounts of all assets, liabilities, receipts and disbursements of the Association
in the books belonging to the Association;

5. deposit all monies, securities and other valuable effects of the Association in the name and to the
credit of the Association in such chartered bank or banks or, in the case of securities, with such
registered dealer in securities as the Officers of the Association may determine by resolution from
time to time;

6. disburse the funds of the Association as may be directed by the proper authority, receiving proper
vouchers for such disbursements;

7. render to the members of the Association at any meeting of the Officers of the Association where
required an accounting of all the transactions and a statement of the financial position of the Association
since the last report

8. attend all meetings of the Officers of the Association and act as clerk thereof, recording all votes and
minutes of all proceedings in books kept for that purpose;

9. give or cause to be given notice of all meetings of the Officers of the Association to the provincial
chapters/associations affiliated with the Association

10. perform such other duties as the Officers of the Association may from time to time determine

ARTICLE VIII - TERMS OF OFFICE

SECTION 1

A. The president upon election will be for a term of three (3) years. The vice-president, treasurer, secretary
and Sgt-at-arms will be for a period of two years.

SECTION 2

A. Any officer shall cease to be an officer if he or she ceases to be a member of the board of officers or
is removed by a majority vote of the officers of the association.
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B. Elections will be held at the annual meeting of the members from among the representative authorized
by the chapters/associations, and shall hold office until the next bi-annual election or until sooner
replaced in accordance with the terms of this by-law.

ARTICLE IX - EXPULSION FROM N.A.V .A.

SECTION 1
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MISSION STATEMENT
Is to Give the Aboriginal Veterans a Voice:

1. To develop Aboriginal Veterans Activities

2. To develop a cross cultural understanding with other
Veterans of Canada through the mediums - News Letters
and Veterans activities in your areas.

3. To develop leadership skills for Veterans in your areas

4. To establish a communication link between the Aboriginal
Veterans community and all cultural agencies.

5. To develop a sense of pride and worth among Aboriginal
Veterans.

The National Aboriginal Veterans Association
Main Goals for 2006 - 2007 are as follows:

1. To establish a communication link between the National
Aboriginal Veterans Association to promote and advance
the physical, social and spiritual well being of Aboriginal
Veterans of Canada, by providing a formal organization
thr ough which all Veterans of Canada may have their voice
and concerns fully and contribute to planning and
developing policy for all.

2. To ensure that the provincial representatives start to
recruit more Aboriginal Veterans to join our Association.

3. To establish better communication between the National
Aboriginal Veterans and the membership it serves.

4. To develop the leadership within the National Aboriginal
Veterans Association.

5. To continue to improve upon the Aboriginal Veterans.

6. To continue to promote the National Aboriginal Veterans
Association and its membership.
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